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Chapter 10 
INTEREST GROUPS PAST AND PRESENT 
 
An interest group is an organization of people who enter the political process to try to achieve their shared goals.  Almost from the beginning, Americans have joined political groups.  Today, about 2/3 of Americans belong to such groups.  However, Americans historically have distrusted the motives and methods of interest groups.  James Madison called interest groups and political party’s factions, and he saw federalism and separation of powers as necessary to control their “evils.”  Since the number of interest groups and the people who participate in them have increased greatly over the past half century, they appear to be even more important today than they have been in the past.   

WHAT WERE INTEREST GROUPS ACCORDING TO JAMES MADISON? 
· Madison called interest groups "factions" 
· Madison’s dilemma: allowing people the liberty to form groups and express their views could destroy the hope for an orderly society 
· Political factions were inevitable –> need to control their effects 
· Madison addressed the problem of establishing a stable constitutional system that at the same time would respect liberty in The Federalist, No. 10 (freedom but limit factions) 
 
WHAT ARE INTEREST GROUPS TODAY? 
· Interest group (special interests – term used in a negative way): organization of people whose members share policy views on specific issues and attempt to influence public policy to their benefit 
· Interest groups are protected under the 1st Amendment of the Constitution 
 
HOW DO INTEREST GROUPS LINK CITIZENS TO GOVERNMENT? 
· Linkage institution (along with elections, political parties, and mass media) – link citizens to government 
· Express their members’ preferences to government policymakers 
· Convey government policy information to their members
· Raise and spend money to gain access to policymakers 
 
WHAT ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL GOALS OF INTEREST GROUPS? 
· Influence public policy (change laws)
· Get legislation passed to benefit their members 
 Successful because constituency is narrow, but the costs are spread broadly across the population 
 Gain access to policymakers 
         Support sympathetic policymakers 
 
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN INTEREST GROUPS AND POLITICAL PARTIES? 
· Parties nominate candidates, contest elections, and seek to gain control over government.   
In contrast, interest groups seek to support public officials and influence government policies. 
· Parties have positions on a wide range of public issues.   
In contrast, interest groups focus only on specific issues that directly affect their members.  As a result, interest groups are able to articulate specific policy positions.   
· Political parties are public organizations that are accountable to the voters.   
In contrast, interest groups are private organizations that are accountable to their members.   
 
WHY DO INTEREST GROUPS KEEP GROWING? 
· Economic developments 
· Government policies, whenever government creates an agency, it creates an entry point for interest groups – more groups needed to form in order to protect their stakes in these agency activities 
· Diversity of population – countless social, racial, economic and geographic cleavages 
· Diffusion of power in government.  Political power shared by many –> plenty of places in which a group can argue its case.  The more places there are to influence policy, the more organizations there will be to exercise that influence. 
· Weakness of political parties 
· Interest groups tend to beget interest groups (when one is formed, another may be formed to counter it)
· Technology, e.g., computerized mailing lists to solicit funds, use of communications media and Internet 
 
TYPES OF INTEREST GROUPS 
 
	TRADITIONAL
 

	
 
	Goal: to promote economic interests of its members 
Types: 
-  Agricultural:  Grange, American Farm Bureau  
                             Federation
-  Labor:  AFL-CIO, UAW, and Teamsters 
                 Recent Decline. 
-  Business:  Chamber of Commerce, National 
                      Association of Manufacturers 
-   Professional: AMA, ABA, American Bar 
                            Association 

	EQUALITY 
INTEREST
 

	

	Goal: to protest the status of its members and to convince government to take remedial action 

Examples: NAACP, NOW 

	SINGLE 
ISSUE
 

	

 
	Goal: to get government action on one overriding issue 
Examples: Right to Life League, National Abortion Rights Action 
                   League, NRA, and MADD 
Polarizing effects on the electorate  

	PUBLIC 
INTEREST
 

	

	Goal: to bring about good policy for society as a whole 
Examples: Common Cause, Sierra Club 

	IDEOLOGICAL
 

	

	Goal: to convince government to implement policies consistent with their philosophies 
Examples: Christian Coalition, People for the American Way, Free 
                   Congress Foundation 

	GOVERNMENTAL
 

	

	Goal: to represent the interests of government to other governments 
Examples: National League of Cities, National Association of Governors 
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INTEREST GROUPS PAST AND PRESENT 
 	 
	What were interest groups according to James Madison? 
 
 
 
 
 

	What are interest groups today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	How do interest groups link citizens to government? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	What are the fundamental goals of interest groups? 
 
 
 
 

	What is the difference between interest groups and political parties? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Why do interest groups keep growing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TYPES OF INTEREST GROUPS 
 
	What is the goal of a TRADITIONAL interest group? 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE: AMA 
 
 
 

	What is the goal of an EQUALITY INTEREST interest group? 
 
 
 
EXAMPLES:  
· NAACP 
 
 
· NOW 
 
 

	What is the goal of a SINGLE ISSUE interest group? 
 
 
 
EXAMPLES:  
· NARAL 
 
 
· NRA 
 
 

	What is the goal of a PUBLIC INTEREST interest group? 
 
 
 
EXAMPLES:  
· COMMON CAUSE 
 
 
· SIERRA CLUB 
 
 

	What is the goal of an IDEOLOGICAL interest group? 
 
 
 


EXAMPLE: CHRISTIAN COALITION  
 
 
 














FACTORS INFLUENCING INTEREST GROUP STRENGTH 
 
	What factors make IGs strong? 
 
· Size 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
· Spread 
 
 
 
 
 
· Organizational structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
· Leadership 
 
 
 
 
 
· Resources 
 
 
 
	What are effective tactics of IGs? 
 
· Mass mailing  
 
 
 
· Litigation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
· Use of mass media 
 
 
 
 
 
· Boycotting 
 
 
· Electioneering 
 
    
· Initiative, referendum, recall 
 
 
   
 
· Lobbying 
 
 



THE INFLUENCE OF LOBBYISTS 
 
	What is lobbying? 
 
 
 
 
 

	Who are lobbyists and what do they do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Explain why lobbyists are GOOD for America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Explain why lobbyists are BAD for America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



